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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily retrieve and 
extract the contents having a desired feature by 
extracting a keyword from a feature describing sentence 
via a contents retrieval means and converting the 
keyword into the feature data to use them for the retrieval. 

SOLUTION: A client 3 that is connected to a contents 
retrieval means 2 via a communication circuit 42 gives a 
feature describing sentence 31 showing the desired 
feature of contents to be retrieved to the means 2. The 
means 2 extract a keyword from the sentence 31 and 
converts it into the feature data of a low level. Then 
the feature data are successively compared with the 
feature data stored in a feature data memory 21 for 
deciding the contents having the highest resemblance. 
The contents are read out of a contents storage means 1 
and returned to the client 3 or the address of the place 
where the contents are stored is returned to the client 
3. Thus, the contents desired by the client 3 can be 
retrieved and extracted. 
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